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1. And now, I said, let me show in a figure how far our nature is enlightened or

unenlightened: — Behold! human beings living in a underground den, which has a

mouth open towards the light and reaching all along the den: here they have been

from their childhood, and have their legs and necks chained so that they cannot move,

and can only see before them, being prevented by the chains from turning round their

heads. Above and behind them a fire is blazing at a distance, and between the fire and
the prisoners there is a raised way; and you will see, if you look, a low wall built
along the way, like the screen which marionette players have in front of them, over
which they show the puppets.

— Plato’s The Republic

2. For if all things are at rest, the same statements will always be true and the same
always false—but this obviously changes; for he who makes a statement, himself at
one time was not and again will not be. And if all things are in motion, nothing will

be true: everything therefore will be false. But it has been shown that this is

impossible. Again, it must be that which is that changes; for change is from

something to something. But again it is not the case that all things are at rest or in

motion sometimes, and nothing forever; for there is something which always moves

the things that are in motion, and the first mover is itself unmoved.

— Aristotle’s Metaphysics

3. But finally here I am, having insensibly reverted to the point I desired, for, since it is

now manifest to me that even bodies are not properly speaking known by the senses

or by the faculty of imagination, but by the understanding only, and since they are

not known from the fact that they are seen or touched, but only because they are

understood, I see clearly that there is nothing which is easier for me to know than my




mind. But because it is difficult to rid oneself so promptly of an opinion to which one
was accustomed for so long, it will be well that I should halt a little at this point, so
that by the length of my meditation I may more deeply imprint on my memory this
new knowledge.

— Descartes’ Meditations on The First Philosophy

4. AXIOMS

e All things that are, are either in themselves or in something else.

e From a given determinate cause there necessarily follows an effect; on the other

hand, if there be no determinate cause it is impossible that an effect should follow.

e Things which have nothing in common with each other cannot be understood

through each other: that is, the conception of the one does not involve the

conception of the other.

* A true idea must agree with that of which it is the idea (ideatum).
* [fa thing can be conceived as not existing, its essence does not involve existence.
— Spinoza’s The Ethics

5. Such an inquiry will enable us to assess properly the relation of the Greek artist to his

prototypes or, to use Aristotle’s expression, his “imitation of nature.” Of the dreams

the Greeks dreamed it is not possible to speak with any certainty, despite the extant

dream literature and the large number of dream anecdotes. But considering the

incredible accuracy of their eyes, their keen and unabashed delight in colors, one can

hardly be wrong in assuming that their dreams too showed a strict consequence of

lines and contours, hues and groupings, a progression of scenes similar to their best

bas-reliefs. The perfection of these dream scenes might almost tempt us to consider
the dreaming Greek as a Homer and Homer as a dreaming Greek; which would be as
though the modern man were to compare himself in his dreaming to Shakespeare.

— Nietzsche’s The Birth of Tragedy

6. To sum up, certain kinds of verbal associate, certain grammatical expectations

fulfilled, stand for a good part of our impression that a sentence has a meaning and is

dominated by the Unity of one Thought. Nonsense in grammatical form sounds half

rational; sense with grammatical sequence upset sounds nonsensical; e. g., “Elba the

Napoleon English faith had banished broken to the Saint because Helena at.” Finally,

there is about each word the psychic ‘overtone’ of feeling that it brings us nearer to a

forefelt conclusion. Suffuse all the words of a sentence, as they pass, with these three

fringes or haloes of relation, let the conclusion seem worth arriving at, and all will



admit the sentence to be an expression of thoroughly continuous, unified, and
rational thought.
— William James’ The Principle of Psychology

7. Plato had the ideal of an education which should equate individual realization and
social coherency and stability. His situation forced his ideal into the notion of a
society organized in stratified classes, losing the individual in the class. The
eighteenth century educational philosophy was highly individualistic in form, but this

form was inspired by a noble and generous social ideal: that of a society organized to

include humanity, and providing for the indefinite perfectibility of mankind. The

idealistic philosophy of Germany in the early nineteenth century endeavored again to

equate the ideals of a free and complete development of cultured personality with

social discipline and political subordination.

— John Dewey’s Democracy and Education

8. Let us take as an example the metaphysical term “principle” (in the sense of principle

of being, not principle of knowledge or axiom). Various metaphysicians offer an

answer to the question which is the (highest) “principle of the world” (or of “things”,

of “existence”, of “being”), e. g. water, number, form, motion, life, the spirit, the idea,

the unconscious activity, the good, and so forth. In order to discover the meaning of

the word “principle” in this metaphysical question we must ask the metaphysician
under what conditions a statement of the form “x is the principle of y”” would be true
and under what conditions it would be false.

— Carnap’s The Elimination of Metaphysics through Logical Analysis of Language
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